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The rare bloom of genius cannot blossom In a desert and It 
is not necessary to be born rich to develop it. Some of the 
noblest poesy that ever swept the human harpsichord came from 
the brain of toil and Life's great highway is strewn with the 
fanes, the altars built by Humanity. In some instances genius 
develops in unexpected quarters and in the present instance a 
writer has been uncovered who bids fair to rank among the best 
that may be found in the Freethought movement. 

John Henry Schwartz, of Marshall, Illinois, has been a frequent 
contributor to the Blade Columns and his productions have been 
accorded favorable comment. His cmpositions are pointed and 
invariably contain a store of rich argument that cannot fail to 
impress. Affected by illness extending over a period of several 
weeks, from which he is just recovering, has prevented his work 
for the cause we advocate until now. We are happy to state he 
is now convalescent and from time to time his writings will 
appear in the Blade. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Clark county, Illinois, 
on the Sth day of December, 1867, and is therefore, approaching 
his forty-first mile stone. He has lived, for the most of his life, 
in the vicinity where he first saw the light of day. His father 
was born in Germany, but his mother was a native of Illinois. 
His education was principally acquired in the country schools. 
Being an apt pupil he learned rapidly and at the age of sevn 
teen years he began his career as a school teacher, a profession 
which he followed for a fx riod of twenty years. Always a firm 
believer in education, and that of the best possible kind, it is 
his claim that the be |< ee'ucation he ever received was that he 
got at his own home by n careful study of scientific literature, 
the liberal philosophy, and by these means he is able to make 
continual additions to an already well stocked library. 

During his younger days he was trained in Methodism. None 
but a German can understand how superstitious a people may 
become, and being reared among these people, he explains that 
his "head was crammed and jammed full of ghosts, spooks, sign? 
and wonders." While he is not a believer in the miraculous 
he suggests that it was a "miracle" that he was ever saved from 
such follies. At the age of twenty years he joined the Methodist 
church and during his membership therein he filled several posi- 
tions and offices of trust. 

Of his own volition and inclination he took up a study of the 
natural sciences. This step was fatal to his orthodoxy. He soon 
discovered that science and the bible did not asreo, tnat they 
could not be made to harmonize, and the more he investigated the 



more divergent did he find their respective paths. He realized 
that one or the other had to be abandoned. Which should it be? 
that was the question Here was orthodox belief based on faith 
and tradition. There stood science bristling with facts. The facts 
appealed to him. He could not resist the thought pressure and 
he selected demonstrable science as his guide through life and 
a base for future guidance. He, thereupon, caused his name to 
be stricken from the Methodist membership roll and he now 
became an open advocate of mill* ant Atheism. 

Now followed those experiences so common in Christian com- 
munities. An era of Christian persecution set in. He found that 
Home Christian people remained his friends, but there were some 
who refused to respect his honest opinions and these sought to 
move heaven and earth to encompass his social and financial ruin. 
Mr. Schwartz was yet teaching school and the good Christian 
people, they who are expected to practice love and charity, wrote 
to the County Superintendent in the hope of getting his teacher's 
li< t use revoked, and, failing in this direction they wrote to the 
Stan- Superintendent, but the object of their Christian hatred 
won a victory over their desperate fanaticism. Their opposition 
seemed to increase his professional value for it resulted in an 
increase of his salary instead of being fired and during the last 
term he taught he was maue the recipient of ten dollars a month, 
in addition to what he had previously received. 

At the age of twenty-four years Mr. Schwartz was married to 
Louise Berger, who, at the time of the marriage, was a German 
Methodist, but the devoted and affectionate wife soon came to her 
husband's way of thinking and today she shares his beliefs and 
non-beliefs concerning religion. Two years ago they had the 
misfortune to lose, by death, a ten year old son, and over his 
grave the first Freethought services in that part of the country 
were held which evoked much comment at the time. 

Bo»h Mr. and Mrs. Schwartz were born to farm life. They 
are still on the farm. They ever strive to live close to Mother 
Nature and her visible forms. Together they journey along, hap- 
pily, hand-in-hand, heart to heart, towards the setting sun, fearing 
neither gods or devils, heavens or hells, and the doctrines of an 
uncertain hereafter cause them no alarm. 

The facts, as above related, should prove a stimulant to many 
timid people. Too many hesitate because of the fear Inculcated 
by Christian fanaticism. Once the step is taken and honest 
thoughts are fearlessly expressed, the world will approve and 
your action encourages 



Orthodox Intolerance 



History Records That Man Has Been But 
a Savage in Matters of Religion. 

(By John H. Schwartz.) 
Looking back through the past ages it 
becomes evident that the hide bound spirit 
of intolerance has hindered the progress 
of the human race more than any other one 
thing. 

The instinct of self-preservation which 
accompanied man all the way up from the 
monad, gradually developed into a selfish- 
ness and self-importance which ultimately 
led to an exalted ego. And ever since the 



e arly dawn of history, both sacred and pro- 
fane, man has been savagely intolerant to- 
wards his fellow-man. Kvery page of his- 
tory attests to this fact. The annals of 
every nation have been written in the blood 
of them who dared to stand for their opin- 
ions and liberties. 

The so-called sacred history for the 
greater part is but a succession of narra- 
tives describing scenes of carnage where 
rivers became sluggish with human gore. 
The intolerant gods, through Inspiration, 
invariably commanded one side of the 
bloody struggle, and as they sat back In 



the distant recesses of the firmament they 
made merry and gloated over those san- 
guinary scenes with demoniacal delight, 
while the stench of human blood sickened 
the hardest savage in the fray. And from 
that day to this, receiving their inspired 
intolerance from heaven, selfish men, 
bigotea men, narrow-minded men, become 
monomaniac over some fool idea and swear 
by the gods that they can't be wrong for 
god's spirit Is a witness with their spirit 
that they alone are right. 

Every religious fanatic is inspired. The 
burning of Bruno, the ostracism of Vol- 
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taire, the incarceration of Paine, and the 
many calumnies heaped upon the noble 
dead were and are results of this fanatical- 
ly inspired intolerance. Had people been 
more charitable, more magnanimous in the 
days of Bruno no one can even conjecture 
to what point in development the human 
race would have reached. 

The Christian church Itself is practical- 
ly not agreed upon any one thing, not 
even upon the birth of Christ. The Catho- 
lics and Protestants are already lying in 
wait for each other. They stand eyer 
ready to fly at each other's throats be- 
cause of religious difference. Nor can the 
Protestant sects live in peace in the spirit 
of the Prince of Peace. One saves by 
baptism with water, anotner without 
water; some by faith, others by works; 
and some by grace alone, and so on 
througn a great catalogue of comic curios 
which they; /themselves only can under- 
stand. 

While one pulpiteer harangues his con- 
gregation into religious frenzy upon the 
specialties of his kinds of baving grace, 
denouncing all other creeds, another in 
turn is working his theological catapult 
to its fullest capacity in hurling donochs 
at some other uissenting sect. The effect 
Is obvious. People's minds are filled with 
hatred, Jealousy, and bitterness. They 
think in a groove. They cannot expand 
mentally. And when the development of 
the Individual is hindered the develop- 
ment of the race slackens also. This is 
the direct result of Sectarian intolerance. 

Ignorance is the mother of all intoler- 
ance. A truly educated man is considerate 
in everything. While many preachers 
have outgrown the older theology, the 
average preacher is densely dull. He 
scarcely has advanced above the kinder- 
garten except in the bible; and every 
scholar now knows that it is neither ac- 
curate history nor a product of inspiration. 

If he can persuade some little country 
school-teacher into the church who has a 
smattering of Arithmetic, Grammar, Geog- 
raphy and a few other minor branches, he 
boasts of the intellect added to the 
church. It is then he points a finger of 
scorn at unbelievers. How sneeringly he 
utters the word Infidel! How he deligh's 
in calling them fools and idiots! How he 
stamps, and pounds and shakes his 
clenched fists at every one who does not 
agree with him! How he ardently loves to 
hurl his cowardly epithets at any who 
are his mental superiors. He knows they 
dare not talk back and takes advantage of 
their utter helplessness. Were an Infidel 
to attend an Infidel lecture and it consisted 
only of abuse he would most assuredly 
call that man down. But real genuine 
manhood is a stranger to almost every 
pew. The more abusive the greater the 



sermon. I appeal to every honest man 
in this uplifting. Does such a religious 
intolerance elevate the race? 

There have been great good men who 
lived and died Christians, but who dare 
deny that the greatest benefactors of the 
race were non-believers? No one who 
knows history. 

Who has been the tyrant that oppressed, 
exiled, ostracised and persecuted for opin- 
ion's sake? Who banished Roger Williams, 
the biggest hearted Christian, of modern 
times? Who disfranchised the Catholics 
during the early history of Maryland? 
Who put to death the Quakers, the most 
Inoffensive of all Christians? Who drove 
Anne Hutchinson into the wilderness to 
freeze and starve? Who hanged innocent 
women as witches? Was this the work of 
Infidels? No. What a sacred halo and 
glory encompasses this beautiful religion 
that crushes for Christ's sake! 

Who were the first statesmen to advo- 
cate equal political rights for women? 
Who were the first temperance reformers? 
Who first openly advocated total absti- 
nence: Who first dared denounce slavery? 

Were they Christians? No. Who first 
suggested the "Free and Independent 
States of America"? Who wrote that 
eternal adamantine decument, the Decla- 
ration of Independence? Who were the 
master minds of the Constitutional Con- 
vention that secured freedom of speech 
and press for the American people? Who 
were instrumental in forever separa ing 
church and state? Were they believers? 
No. 

Then why should men— Americans too— 
declare that all Infidels should be shot? 
Or that a Freethinker should be prohibited 
from teaching school? There is but one 
answer— ignorance, intolerant ignorance! 

When will man come to his senses and 
to the full realization of the fact that 
all men are his brothers? Not so long as 
the church teaches inequality. Nature is 
our most profound instructor; she teaches 
not one lesson today and a different one 
to-morrow. She smiles serenely upon all 
alike, and instructs with unerring accu- 
racy. She is not partial, nor miserly; the 
air we breathe, the sunshine in which we 
love to bask, the *ater we drink, and the 
fruits of the earth, she gives in abundance 
to all, and not to a select few. Man may 
take his choice, for she is not despotically 
arbitrary. 

If these lessons she gives us have any 
meaning, or an ultimate end in view, it 
must be this: that there can not be one 
destiny for the few and another for the 
many. Nature shows no difference here, 
and will not yonder. 

All inequalities have been made by 
mafri, all differences of opinions are <of 
human origin, therefore let every indi- 



vidual possessed of true manhood place a 
kindly arm of protection around the opin- 
ions of his fellow man. Let them go arm 
in arm through the great school of nature 
and learn from her. The only end we pos- 
itively know is the grave. It rolls back 
Its icy covers but for a moment to receive 
us then we are gone forever; to whence 
no man knows yet the preponderence of 
evidence is in favor of personal annihila- 
tion. 

If a man be a man the life-blood courses 
as freely, the heart pulsates as warmly, 
the love strings vibrate as sweetly in the 
one as the other whether he be Chris- 
tian, Infidel, Mohammedam, or Jew. They 
can not think alike, but let them have a 
most sacred respect for each other's opin- 
ions. For 

"Some minds nature makes as low as 
a clod, 

To genius some she exalts; 
And all the longway betwixt the 
extremes, 

At every foot-step she halts." 



ROUSE YE,— FREETHINKERS. 



Inspiration From a Scotch Poem That Our 
Workers Mighe Be Like The Old 
Cavaliers. 

(By Lula M. Gibson.) 

You are a brighter Blade than ever, and 
your new dress is wonderously becoming. 
I send you an old Scotch poem for pub- 
lication, that should stir up the fighting 
spirit in our ranks, and tend the old 
blood bounding through pul^e and hear 
and vein in this war against Superstition. 

We need some of the spirit and loyalty 
of the old Cavaliers. If we would fight 
for our cause as they did for their kings 
and country, there could be no doubt 
about results. I know It is a long fight, 
and a hard fight. We have a stubborn 
foe and their position is guarded well 
with welath, power and the strong arm of 
of conventionality. But wh have our 
broad sword of truth tipped with the sharp 
point of logic and reason. 

Wttiat difference, then if their steel be 
sharp and keen? Is ours not strong and 
true? "There may be dander in the deed, 
but there is honor too. Let our slogan 
cry be "Loyalty, reason, truth" and when 
the tight is done may we be able to say, 
"Living foe, there tarried not." 



It May Be Better. 

CHESAPEAKE CITY, MD. — If the Blade 
is yet In existence send me a copy if it 
Is what it was when C. C. Moore was 
living. I want it regular and will send the 
prlce.-^JNO. 8. BYERS. 
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Correspondence School.- An Efficient Endorsement 



The Orthodox Must Not Be Allowed To 
Establish a Trust On Truth and Make 
the Mind a Barren Waste. 



(By Josephine K. Henry.) 
I have read with great interest your 
plan for the establishment of a Corre- 
si>ondence School, and consider it one of 
the best and most feasible that has been 
proposed for the liberalizing of human 
thought, and the propagation of Free- 
thought. 

The world has been too long ruled by 
sentiment and fear. These have been the 
weapons of orthodox religion, and the hu- 
man mind under their power has become 
a cheap chromo run from the ecclesiastical 
press with its impossible God, Devil, Sav- 
ior, heaven and hell. The shepherd of the 
flock proclaims what must be believed and 
claims a trust on truth, and the sheep 
flock under the banner without a question. 
The average person once in orthodox 
harness, feels that "his calling and elec- 
tion is sure" and rests securo in tho idea 
that every thing he preacher says is true. 
The Iron hand of ecclesiasticism has well 
. nigh made a barren waste of the human 
mind, and for this reason it concentrates 
its efforts on material advancement for the 
support of the hazy, mazy, ponderous and 
expensive religious systems that forever 
prey upon the credulity, fear and life blood 
of humanity. 

I am writing this on Sunday. Hundreds 
of thousands are flocking to the churches 
today, because it is a habit to go to church. 
If the motives of all the people who are 
going to church today were truthfully ex- 
pressed, the worship of the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost would be found so in- 
finitesimal a factor it would take a search 
warrant to find it. Women, as a rule go 
to church because they have no where else 
to go, because they pine to come in touch 
with the outside world, greet their neigh- 
bors and sweethearts and take notes on 
the clothes worn by the congregation, 
etc.; while the few men that attend church 
go because the women tell them it Is 
their duty, or for the purpose of seeing 
their best girls, or from business motives 
wishing to curry favor with the orthodox 
and retain their custom. Not one man or 
woman in a hundred can as they emerge 
from the church door, tell what the ser- 
mon was about, or, even the text or the 
subject It treated of. These are Incontro- 
vertible facts, and show how dormant the 
human mind is, and how its splendid 



reasoning powers need to be awakened 
and brought into action. 

I asked a great church going woman 
what her preacher preached about last 
Sunday. She said "the preacher was talk- 
ing about Mammon and Melchisedek, and 
as I did not know anything about either 
of them I did not listen to him." This is 
a type of the average Christian. With all 
our churches and preachers, even the elect 
have little time for castlron creeds, and 
dead dogmas as average persons have 
nothing between them and starvation, ex- 
cept a plow, hoe, cook-stove, wash board, 
jack plane, pen or some machine out of 
which they can grind a living, and are 
much more interested in dollars and 
cents than in salvation after death. 

The time in going to church is worse 
than wasted, for it teaches the human 
mind that the laws of Lature can be defied, 
suspended, or set aside. The church teach- 
er that the Holy Sabbath is God's holy day, 
yet the Assyrian tablets unearthed and 
acknowledged by the Christinn world to be 
genuine prove that the Sabbath celebrated 
in Assyria ages before the Hi hi* says the 
world was "created" and before the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost were invented, yet the 
average Christian tguorantly mumbles 
"Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the begin- 
ning, is now, and ever shall be world 
without end, Amen." The preacher too, 
preaches the inconsistency with these 
words, that this world Will come to an 
i nd. and be destroye! by it* and every 
thill* shall be consumed evcepi lost hunun 
souls that shall burn forever in hell tire, 
for the deeds done In the body. Is It not 
time the world had a funorul for all these 
fables and faced the truth, not as it is 
preached in Christ Jesus, but as it is 
I ti t -ached from the Book of Nature as its 
leaveB are being turned year by year, by 
« nquiring, questioning human minds, the 
Scientists who are extorting from N.ituiv 
her secrets for the good of the human 
race? 

The Blade Correspondence School pro- 
poses to aid in this great work by bring- 
ing its pupiiH in touch wi'.n the facts of 
Nature, which will retire to ooll/ion the 
myths of antiquity that hav-3 never yet ad- 
vanced the race mentally or morally. The 
clarion note of the Correspondence School 
is "Learn to free youraelf from Supertti- 
tious chains. Refuse to be a mental slave, 
and be able to give a reason for the faith 
that is in you." 



Geology has so completely destroyed the' 
Biblical six day creation myth that Chris- 
tian authority admits that the six days of 
creation were not days twenty-four hours 
long, but six ages, eons, or six long whiles, 
although Genesis plainly says "and the 
morning and the evening" constitute a day. 

Astronomy has utterly demolished the 
Bible teaching of a square earth, the cre- 
ation of the "sun, moon and stars also" 
the halting of the sun on Gibeon, and the 
moon in the valley of Ajalon by Joshua- 
Joshua 10-12-13. The next verse says "and 
there was no day like that before it or 
after It, that the Lord hearkened unto the 
voice of a man.' That is truth unadul 
terated. Such a myth might have been be- 
lieved in the "starless midnight of our 
race" but not now when the sun of science 
is mounting to the Zenith. 

Biology and anthropology have for all 
time annihilated the Garden of Eden myth 
with its clay man and spare-rib woman, 
and the Immaculate Conception, and bodily 
resurrection have found a grave with the 
other myths of the ignorant past "the Age 
of Faith." Not one Christian in a thous- 
and has the inclination, lsisure or learning, 
to read the Bible from a common sense 
standpoint, indeed largely the majority 
never read it at all, they mechanically con- 
form to church rules and customs, and are 
as ignorant of what the Bible, their guide 
book teaches, as they are of the Vedas or 
the Book of Mahomet. It is most fitting 
that the Blade should establish a school 
to aid enquiring minds to find the way 
from the bogs 'and fens of superstition to 
the supernal heights of reason. 

The robust reasoner, the philosopher, 
and the savants have been evolved from 
a little flicker of mental independence. 
No American of a century past has awak- 
ened more minds to the regal rights of 
Reason than the founder of the Blue Grass 
Blade, the lamented Editor, Charles C. 
Moore, whose name is written in letters 
of living light in the Pantheon of Ration- 
alism. 

It seems then most opportune that you, 
Editor Charlesworth, his successor, should 
conduct this school as the leading of one 
human mind to the fountain of Truth will 
be a more splendid monument to Editor 
Moore, than chiselled marble or storied 
urn. 

This Correspondence School should be 
the nucleus for a more earnest and wide 
spread investigation and search for the 
laws of Nature, the mysteries of the uni- 
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verse and their bearing on the mind and 
morals of the human race than has yet 
been attempted in our country. 

The mental stimulus afforded by the 
questions propounded in one lesson will be 
worth more than the cost of a year's 
tuition. This School will be equally 
adapted to the mental or manual worker 
and will not only open a mine of knowl- 
edge, but will be refreshing mental recre- 
ation from the daily occupations of life. 
The School is particularly adapted to the 
young and middle aged. Humanity has a 
terrible indictment against theology, and 
thinkers and students can alone frame 
this indictment and present it at the bar 
of Reason. Tne most valuable asset of 
orthodoxy is "faith'' yet faith is fashioned 
out of ignorance and embellished by imag- 
ination. The most valuable asset the 
blade School of Correspondence offers to 
its pupils is knowledge. It arrays the 
facts of Nature, and tells its pupils to 
choose between Fact and Faith. 

All the human mind can know is Nature, 
all that it cannot know is God. I feel 
grateful to the Blade for launching this 
great educative School, and I heartily 
commend it to all enquiring minds and 
bid the great work good speed and 
abundant success. 

Versailles, Kentucky. 



A SUPREME TEST. 

The ten commandments, said to have 
been given to Moses, and the so-called 
golden rule, are now to ue coverted into 
a political platform and at Rock Island, 
Illinois, on the first day of May, there are 
to be nominated a candidate for president 
and another for vice-president, who shall 
go before the electorate of the United 
States with such for their platform. The 
result will ue well worth watching. The 
votes extended to these candidates will 
show whether this Is really a Christian 
nation, or otherwise. If consistently Chris- 
tian, these gentlemen will be elected. If 
indifferent even a goodly number of votes 
ought to be cast for them, but if the nation 
has had enough of Christianity, they will 
be politely ignored in the contest and the 
Blade is willing to stake the issue of 
Christian nation or no Christian nation \>n 
the result. 



Dr. Bowles Again. 



MUNCIE, IND. — Enclosed find order for 
which please send the Blade to my friend 
at address given. Commence with this 
week's issue. Do all the old readers of the 
Blade, like myself, seud in frequent new 
subscribers?—!. J. BOWLES. 



Startling Truths Are Admirably Drawn 
From a Text Filled With Tender 
8entiment. 

(By Judge Parish B. Ladd.) 

The old mill which stood at the outlet of 
the little pond for making flour and 
lumber, possessed a charm for me in the 
days of my infancy, where all was peace, 
serenity and happiness. The clear, bab- 
bling waters of the little brook which 
fed that nameless pond, sent forth their 
rippling notes, their rhymes and ballads 
to us children of nature, to whom they 
spoke a world of joy, a time of unsullied 
happiness. They told us of the spring, 
the seed time and the harvest when all 
nature smiled on the little waifs whose 
parents paid toll at that mill. 

But that is not the mill of which I am 
about to call attention; the mill at whose 
hopper millions have stood and bowed 
with reverential awe to the tithe gatherer 
whose demand for toll exacted the last 
farthing as a tribute to the unknown mon- 
archs of the heavens and their divine 
agents, a bloated unscrupulous priesthood 
for its intervention with these heavenly 
beings to save a lost world. This old mill 
makes neither flour nor boards, but grinds 
out gods, devils and souls to be saved or 
lo^t. It is an ancient mil! resting on 
archaeological tradition. Whether first 
erected in the classic land of the Euphra- 
tes, or on the fertile banks of the Nile, 
its time is so remote that history fails in 
the count. Only the class of men who 
built this mill and who first ground at its 
hopper do we know, for they have left 
their foot-prints on the sands of time, 
their carving on the rocks, horns and 
bones of animals, as well as their traoi- 
tional lives on the rude concepts of the 
dwellers amid the wilds of our time. Nor 
have the babbling waters of the rivers, 
streams and brooklets failed to give their 
rhymes, their ballads and their coquetting 
music for the edification of the countless 
millions yet unbom. The men who ground 
at this old mill were the earth's primates, 
the children of the forests wild. For 
their food did they wrestle with the Hon, 
tiger, jackal and other carnivora, all 
dwellers in the forests of the world's 
childhood. From out their rocky caves 
they gazed on the boundless universe as a 
land unknown. They saw Into the future 
as far as savages could see, saw naught 
but a world of savages to be. From out 
his rock-bound habitat this Homo saw 
the sun apparently moving from East to 
West. He was the creator of all things. 
He rose to gladden the heart of this 



primate only to go down to the grave of 
night. But he would rise again. 

This old mill had produced the first god. 
Others were to follow. The moon, stars, 
rivers, mountains and all other phenom- 
ena of nature were lesser divinities. All 
were made in this old mill whose founda- 
tion was childish ignorance. For a time 
the gods came to this innocent child of 
the woods as a free grist, but evolution, 
in obedience to blind force, was at work. 
A convoluted brain was given to this 
biped; a strife for a guiding hand evolved; 
wiser men come to the front. The DD., 
divine doctor, the man who understood the 
will and wishes of the heavenly host, made 
his appearance. His office was to mediate 
between the gods and men. He could 
procure favors for them. The old mill had 
now ground out the priest, who, from that 
remote time to the present has stood at 
this old mill to take tithes, one tenth, as 
toll for his intervention with the} gods 
for the salvation of a world of lost 
sinners. 

In time, as the savage's conceptions 
evolved, it was seen that the sun-god did 
not, at all times shower blessings on his 
children. While this god ga*e men light, 
warmth, food and comfort, there were 
times when his smiles were turned to 
wrath. How could these counter acts 
come from one and the same being? This 
was a serious question put to the priest 
It involved his rations, a time when this 
divine agent is never at a loss for re- 
sources. 

Out of this came the conception that 
the god, like his makers, possessed two at- 
tributes, good and bad, light and dark- 
ness, day all good, night all evil. These 
attributes could not be reconciled as be- 
longing to one and the same being. Here 
the priest was again called upon to ex- 
plain. These attributes must be personi- 
fied. The old mill now grinds out a sepa- 
rate being to represent evil. The priest 
again intervenes, takes toll and grinds out 
a personal Devil. A war in heaven is the 
result, (as told in all the pagan religions) 
and a rebellious arch-angel, I he Beelzebub 
of the Bible, the Armia of Maganism as 
told in the sacred writings ascribed to 
Zoroaster. 

In all religious systems, this evil one 
was once one of the gods, who, in conse 
quence of his rebellion was driven out of 
heaven, when he took up his abode in the 
center of the earth. The Greek, Tartarus and 
Hades, the Hebrew Torphit, Himom trans- 
lated sometimes as Tartarus, at othersFF 
translated sometimes as Tartarus, at others 
Hades. In all the religions the emblem of this 
(Continued on page 14) 
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THE HOLY HORRORS. 

The pope of Rome is horrified! 

The Vatican has been desecrated and 
now it will have to be fumigated, cleansed, 
purified and reconsecrated before prayers 
can be said again with any of the desired 
effects. 

Think of it! 

Jesus Christ has been chewed, masti 4 
cated, ground between the molars of an 
unbeliever in the Apostolic faith and — 
may the angels of grace defend us, act- 
ually spat upon the ground. 

According to Rome dispatches one man 
and two women have been caught pro- 
faning the sacrament. Dr. Feilbogen, his 
a lady friend, upon the recom- 
of the Austrian ambassador to 
the Vatican, were admitted to the private 
chapel of the pope as the Easter mass 
was being celebrated by the pontiff, in 
person. During the ceremony the three 
visitors were given a piece of a cracker, 
which had been previously consecrated by 
te pope, and was now held to be the body 
of Jesus. The function demanded that the 
cracker should be chewed up and swal 
lowed, but to the alleged "horror" of the 
pope and his attendants, the visitors were 
detected in the act of letting the cracker 
go and vomiting it forth on the ground. 
The offenders were taken to the office of 
the major domo, and upon being questioned, 
admitted that they were not Christians, 
but in an {effort to appease the papal 
- denied having spit the cracker out 
It. They declared having 
to do so but being de- 
rrom committing this act 
of offense. 

And now to think of It. Men, presum- 
ably intelligent, and in a position to con- 
trol and influnece the minds of millions of 
beings, are said to 
outraged and alarmed, 
three other perhons declined to swallow 
a lump of holy dough. Imagine It. The 
eternal life is at stake nni even god is 
supposed to be filled to the boiling point 
with offensive wrath. The maker of this 
mighty universe, according to the theolog- 
ians, is In a rage at such a farce-comedy, 
refuses to be consoled and wears his wings 
at half-mast. The sacred mummeries of 
popery are a disgrace to modern civiliza- 
tion To say that the pope was filled with 
nt" at the situation 
him, is no credit to him or to 



the god he worships. Intelligence laughs 
at the contretemps. Thinking people will 
smile. Children will continue their play, 
the sun will shine, rain fall, and vegeta- 
tion will grow as If nothing had happened. 
Had this taken place a few years back 
the offenders would have been pilloried, 
probably burnt. Today nothing more could 
be done than to put them out of the pope's 
presence. We can imagine the trio laugh- 
ing in their sleeves at such a silly pro- 
ceeding and after it warf over thankful 
that they had been compelled to do nothing 



AN ADVERTISING FAKE. 

New England, as a rule, is responsible 
for innumerable oddities, mental curios 
and monstrosities. It was in New Eng- 
land where witches were put to death and 
Cotton Mather carried out his fearful de- 
cree*. It was in New England that the 
blue laws originated and from thence be- 
came taken up by fanaticism in other 
parts of the country. Word now comes 
from Portland, Maine, of a young girl who 
is supposed to preach in strange tongues 
while in a somnambulistic state and Is un- 
to remember anything of what she 
or does after the seance. This is not 
claimed to be spiritualism mediumship, as 
we understand that cult, but the more 
foolish claim is made that it is the voice 
of god speaking to the multitude through 
the lips of the girl. Her name is given 
as Winifred M. Knight, and, being a 
"mere school gin wearing short dresses" 
she is supposed to be Immune from any 
suspicion of fraud. 

The story as told by the newspapers Is 
as follows:— 

"It was about the middle of the week 
when the girl began to act strangely. 
She arose from her seat one evening while 
one of the evangelists was In the middle 
of a sermon and drew herself erect in the 
aisle. The preacher stopped his sermon. 
The congregation looked on in amazement. 
For a few moments there was a 



Slowly folding her arms across her 
breast and with solemn step (he girl start 
ed toward the pulpit. Some of those down 
in front noticed that her eyes were closed. 
Yet she walked straight at least a dozen 
feet and then turning and facing the con- 
gregation, she shouted almost at the top 
of her voice: 



"He is calling mee and why wilt thou 
forsake him?" 

A friend of the girl, fearing she had 
suddenly lost her reason, stepped out and 
caught Winifred by the arm, suggesting 
that she return to her seat. Freaking away 
from him, Winifred continued her walk 
through the aisle, and as she walked, it 
is said, she kept shoutin g strange lan- 
ftrst one language and then 
The service brok'i up and the 
girl was taken home." 

The story sounds fishy. On Its face it 
bears the stamp of the. fakir, the very fact 
that "two evangelists" were preaching, 
and the girl Is charged to being a "con- 
vert" of theirs present the appearance of 
trying to work up an advertising scheme 
and to let the fanatics know what tre- 
menduous saving power these evangelists 
are possessed of. This engagement ended 
they will want anoiher. There is nothing 
like a good advertisement to aid them in 
getting it. There may be such a girl, we 
do not know, but we opine that the story 
is a gross exaggeration of some petty fact. 
The declaration that she spoke in "strange 
languages" furnishes a strong suspicion in 
that direction. If need be we could speak 
in languages which no man or woman 
could interpret and which no man or wo- 
man would understand. In fact we need 
not understand them ourselves. The 
"gift of tongues" is an old racket that has 
been played to a fruzzle and should be 
given a good long rest. 



PIETY AND PILFERING. 



Pilfering and professing piety are get- 
ting to be close companions. It seems as 
if some sort of a business partnership has 
come between them. Only a few days ago we 
made comment upon the number of thefts 
reported from different churches during 
the Easter services, and now there comes 
from Chicago a report that a woman said 
to be known as Mary Miller, has been ar- 
rested on a charge of larceny committed 
In St. Elizabeth's Roman Catholic church 

From the published account we learn 
that the woman has made a show of join- 
ing the church and professed great piety. 
She wormed herself Into the acquaintance 
of some of the wealthy members of the 
congregation. She did not seek their 
homes as a place lor action, but preferred 
the church. The plan worked like a charm. 
Pew owners would permit her to share the 
pew with them during service. To get in 
her work she selected her game with an 
eye to profit. During the prayers and 
while kneeling she would deftly swipe a 
pocket book from her unsuspecting victim 
and repeat the performance every time a 
chance came her way. It was while knael* 
ing and In the act of seeming prayerful 
devotion, that a police officer tapped her 
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on the shoulder and escorted her from the 
building without the congregation knowing 
what had actually taken place. Investi- 
gation further showed that she had also 
stolen a pocket book in a similar fashion 
while attending St. Jame s Episcopal church 
and upon searching her home more than 
thirty pocket books and a number of small 
hand bags were found. 

Of course the church is not altogether 
to blame for such a tragedy, out in a meas- 
ure its plan of vicarious atonement, which 
is but a license for crime, has done noth- 
ing to prevent crime. The very fact that 
a woman will enter a church, make such 
a semblance of piety and then commit a 
crime, is an evidence that the church has 
lost more of its power over the mind than 
we are inclined to imagine. 



STATE AND CHURCH. 

The fatherland is coming to the front in 
the matter of enforcing judicial discipline 
as against church duties. It is reported 
that recently, a witness, in a Berlin court, 
ignored the summons in order to attend 
church, and the judge promptly imposed 
a tine of 115 against him. The Judge 
ruled that the interests of the state were 
more important than the interests of the 
church, which is a sound doctrine. The 
Courts have no right to take judicial cog- 
nizance of special days of the various 
sects and denominations, for ruch a course 
would practically mean to destroy the 
utility and influence of the court by plac- 
ing it in a subordinate position to the 
church and the court compelled to await 
the convenience of the church. It is re- 
freshing to note that the church is get- 
ting a liberal dose of Us own politics ap- 
plied upon itself and it is only natural 
that religious papers should protest against 
the court's action for in it they see the 
wane of their power over the actions of 
mankind. 



MIRACLES 3 



Some of the Numerous Methods by Which 
Fake Cure* are made by a Supposed 
Divine Power. 

(By Rev. Marion W. Marley.) 
(Copyright by Author, 1908. 

One of the easiest way of performing a 
miracle Is to secretly give a person or 
animal a dose of medicine that will make 
him sick and afterwards secretly give him 
an antidote or wait until the first dose has 
spent its force. Then he may appear and, 
by some incantation or laying on of hands, 
in a short time, restore the person or ani- 
mal's health. 

There are some kind of medicine that a 
person could give another and as soon as 



the operator perceived the medicine was 
having its effect, he could say "Thou shalt 
fall dead and return to dust,'' and it would 
be only a few moments until the subject 
would be a corpse. 

Epilepsy, fits, hysterics, and insanity, 
often termed being possessed with devils 
or evil spirits, can be imitated to that de- 
gree that, even in this age of the world, 
the best physicians are puzzled for years 

In having tits or epilepsy, a ]>erson may 
slowly or quickly fall to the ground, chew 
his tongue, contort his face, beat himself, 
stiffen his limbs, and, in a few moments, 
bo thoroughly exhausted. He may have 
one of these apparent fits one every mon h 
for some time. It is easy for an ally to 
appear on the scene during one of these 
fits and say "Arise and be strong' and just 
as easy for the patient to be sirong. 

Tho disease of hysterics is easly imi- 
tated. 

Insanity may be imitated III Ls extreme 
or mild form. A person may be a raving 
maniac, compelling people to leave the 
house or to be awake all night. Or he may 
step into the yard and with a dull ax 
chop on a knotty piece of wood for hours 
at a time until he is completely exhausted. 
Or he may roam among the graves and 
tombs crying like a madman. How much 
trouble it would be for his oily to arrive 
and cure him in the twinkle of an eye? 
A person can jerk and tremble as though 
he had the palsy and be cured in a few 
minutes. 

By keeping one hand in a sling, es- 
pecially if it is tightly bandaged, and fail- 
ing to use it, tne hand will become very 
poor and weak but strength may be gained 
in a short time by liberation and exercise. 

In some countries, if a doctor or priest 
pronounces that a person has the leprosy, 
no one will go near the supposed diseased 
person. He may paint his flesh the color 
of a lepers flesh. All but the priest or 
doctor will think he has the leprosy. An 
ally may obtain great fame by curing this 
incurable leper. 

Paralysis, especially when it is caused 
by a dislocation of the nerves in a limb, 
may be imitated so nicely that a physi- 
cian cannot detect it. The application of 
electricity will test the initiator's nerve. 

Crooked ankles, short limbs, and several 
other deformations may be imitated from 
childhood to obtain the sympathy and sup- 
port of people and, of course, may be cured 
at any time by an ally or, in a real case, 
may be secretly cured by a physician and 
afterwards by an ally. 

Kidney disease, stone of the bladder, 
rheumatism, locomotor ataxia, and con 
sumption can be imitated In such a manner 
that nearly anyone but a physician could 
be deceived. Of course, in many of these 
cases, if the doctor thought the patient 



were trying to deceive him, his examina- 
tion would be severe. To indicate con- 
sumption, one would cough considerably, 
especially of a morning or when in a little 
dust or smoke, and complain of pains in 
the lungs and weakness of constitution 
but generally denying the disease. Also 
he may have a small tube or thin rubber 
about five inches long with a string to it 
to prevent its going too far down the gullet. 
He should practice sticking this tube down 
his throat until the whole tube is out of 
sight. Occasionally he should fill that tube 
with the blood of some animal and stick 
the tube down his throat, appear before 
several witnesses, and cough up the blood 
from the tube. After obeying these direc- 
tions for six months or a year, let his 
ally, cure him before many witnesses. 

hven today in this country, a person can 
deceive a physician in respect to blindness 
that is caused by a disease of the optic 
nerve. A person may be blind and his 
eye appear perfectly clear and sound. 
Anyone may be able to see only fairly 
well and have his ally pretend to cure him. 
But few people would know that the man 
was not cured if he said he were cured. 

With all his appliances, the doctor may 
be deceived in reference to deafness if the 
deafness is caused by a disease of the 
nerves extending from the brain to the 
bones that touch the ear drum. The ear 
may be in perfect condition and the per- 
son be entirely deaf. The most of people 
would believe we were deaf if we would 
make signs and carry a little slate witn 
us a few months. If we desired we might 
have an angel come and cure us. We 
could claim that we were dumb, that our 
tongue were parlyzed. Who would know 
the difference? We would surely be glad 
when our ally should come to our rescue. 
The disease commonly called flooding, or 
an issue of blood, may be counterfeited by 
filling those parta of the body with animal 
blood and letting it escape when desired 
or by having a sack made to contain the 
blood. In this case, a physician would be 
a good ally. 



Wants To Know. 

NEWARK. N. J.— Kindly send me further 
particulars or your Scientific and Phil- 
osophical Correspondence School as adver- 
tised in the To-Morrow Magazine. 

-ED6AR ADAMS. 



Getting Into Line. 

DRIFTWOOD. OKLA.-Please send to 
the following address "Blade" for one year, 
commencing now with new subscription. 
Will send two dollars when I renew or by 
October 1st, 1908. 

MRS. L O. LITTLEFIELD. 
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The Blade desires to call the at- 
tention to the fact that it has just 
entered upon another volume and the 
issue of May 3 is number 4 J of Volume 
17. This does not celarly indicate its 
■M for it is more than twenty years 
since Charles Chilton Mjoore first es- 
tablished the paper as a medium 
through which he could express his 
honest thoughts, having been pre- 
viously denied the use of the 
public press, upon which he was em- 
ployed as a writer at the time. Dur- 
ing its career the Blade was suspend- 
ed a few times but was later revived 
and when it was brought back to Lex- 
ington from Cincinnati it has been 
continuously published without sus- 
pension or omission. We now express 
the hope that it may never reach that 



condition where suspension may again 
become necessary through lack of sup- 
port. Its present management fear- 
lessly expresses thu belief that it is 
now the very best Freetliought week- 
ly published in America and its terms 
<>f subscription are the cheapest. 

While on this subject it may be an- 
nounced that another improvement is 
contemplated which is designed to 
give still more reading matter to our 
subscribers. In other words, as the 
cost of paper will not at this time, 
id in it of any increase in the number 
of pages, we are considering setting 
our type sold in order to get more on 
each page. During the past few 
weeks the copy sent in for publica- 
tion has increased to such an extent 
that it is accumulating on our hands. 
Jt is all good. We wish to use it for 
the benefit of our readers, and the de- 
bts' occasioned by this congestion of 
printable articles will explain to many 
of those who have submitted manu- 
script, why their articles have not yet 
appeared in our columns. 

The change to the new form and 
style of the Blade was made on the 
1 "Jt h of January last. We then began 
using the pictorial illustrations for 
the first page and the biographical 
sketches accompanying. Since that 
tinwj wo have conceived the plan of 
publishing these pictures and sketches 
in book form, handsomely bound, 
which, when completed will make a 
valuable addition tk> the Freethought 
historical literature. These books will 
be sold only on subscription. These 
subscriptions must be mad»? in advance 
for then; will be no copies made save 
those that are previously ordered. 
Each subscriber will havi his or her 
nanus printed on the cover in gold 
letters so if the book is designed to be 
used as a present, that is, to be given 
to another, the name desired to be so 
printed on the book should be given 
with the subscription. This book will 
make a handsome and useful keep- 
sake. It will stand as a monument of 
merit and a mark of oetotri to those 
who shall be included there in. It will 
not assume the nature of any advertis- 
ing scheme or expediency. It will be 
a taM and accurate exposition of 
rY. ('thought persons and principles. 

While extending congratulations 
upon the achievements made it would 
not be amass to say whether you 
would like to own one of these bio- 
graphical books. 



PREPARED FOR DEATH. 



That subscription blank is now long 
past due and there are still a large 
not heard from. 



In a recent issue of the Ohio Sun, 
published at Columbus, there appeared 
a pictorial representation of Phineas 
(Jardener Wright, said to be one of 
Putnam county's richest men, and 
withal a bachelor. The picture snows 
him sitting by the side of a massive 
marble monuimentl which he has de- 
signed and had made to be placed over 
the spot that is destined to nmrk his 
last resting place. On the face of 
the monument is carved the following 
epitaph : — 

" Going, but I know not where, 

Never beat but by women.* ' 

The report also states that he has 
had the interior of his tomb well 
stocked with cigars and whiskey for 
the entertainment of his friends when 
the end comies, and we are told that 
Mr. Wright has said that all he now 
has to do to be "holy" is to "lay 
down and die." 

To many of the timid hearted this 
may sound saerilegous. And yet but 
little wonder need be expressed. 
There is nothing in death, save the 
eternal separation from those we love, 
that should bring terror to the heart 
or fill the eyes with tears. Death, is 
but an eternal sleep and in the grave 
we find a rest from the slings of out- 
rageous fortune and the trials of life 
with which men and women are so 
constantly beset in the world. Sat- 
isfaction with life would suggest a 
fearless encounter with death. The 
consciousness of a human duty done, 
of a human work achieved, rob death 
of all its fancied terrors and if he who 
is to enter t)he dark portals does not 
object, but actually insists that his 
friends shall make merry, it is his 
business and others have no right to 
interpose an objection. 

But how true, how beautifully true, 
is the first' line of that epitaph? "Go- 
ing, but I know not where." Not even 
the most devout Christian can tell why 
he came here, where he is going to 
and wbat he will do when he gets 
there. He may proclaim his birth a 
mystery, his life a struggle and a bat- 
tle, but his deatHi is certainly a leap 
in the dark. 

Thousands stretch forth their hand 
grasping at a prismatic bubble burst- 
ing on the crest of a receding wave. 
Life is the bursting of a bud. This is 
the very essence of Freethought. Its 
philosophy is the philosophy of life. 
Deatih comes in a withered flower and 
in this we see a picture of Christi- 
anity. When the sun has reached its 
zenith it must descend. So it is with 
life. 
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What the Ohioan meant by his ref- 
erence to women we are at a loss to 
conceive. It occupies no place in 
moral ethics, but we opine, that being 
a bachelor, at some stage of his career 
he was deceived by some woman, per- 
haps thrown down, jilted, and he con- 
ceived a dislike for the sex thereby. 
Be that as it may he is entitled to his 
own opinion and his superb courage 
in thus facing an intolerant orthodoxy 
is to be highly commended. 



TACTICS REVERSED. 



In spite of the oft-repeated asser- 
tion that science and evolution are in 
perfect harmony with the theological 
conceptions of the universe, it is ob- 
served that the defenders of theology 
in Germany, those who* claim to be 
scientists and teach science only for 
the purpose of presenting unsupported 
"harmony" have at least effected an 
organization for the purpose of oppos- 
ing and resisting the views of Prof. 
Ernst Haeckel. As the latter is the 
principal authority upon evolution and 
its chief exponent, it is an anachron- 
ism to state that any degree of har- 
mony can be found between religious 
dogma and scientific evolution. 

The outcome, that is, the organizar 
tion of the new society, has a deeper 
underlying motive than appears upon 
the surface, and one of its supporters 
has unwittingly betrayed the cause by 
asserting that it is the result of an 
"outraged theological conscience in 
Germany. "Nothing further than such 
a statement is needed. An "outraged 
theological conscience' is liable to 
break loose in any form and at any 
time and in any place. As the stamp 
is thus placed upon the purpose of the 
society we now know that it is to 
teach theology, to appease the out- 
raged theological conscience and to 
destroy evolution along with it. The 
society must fail. Pacts are facts and 
facts cannot be destroyed. Once a fact 
is demonstrated it becomes a known 
truth for all time to come. Evolution 
is based on demonstrated fact, i. e., 
known truth. Theology is built upon 
speculation and assumption, imagina- 
tion and the unreal. That the organi- 
zation should be "warmly welcomed" 
by the religious papers, as the dis- 
patches state, is an evidence that it 
must die aborning and will scarcely 
live long enough to get beyond a mere 
name. On the other hand, Prof. 
Haeckel, the alter ego of Charles 
Darwin, will stand triumphant in all 
the ages to come and evolution is 
bound to push theology to the wall. 



When we consider the very necessity 
of sueh an organization, from a theo- 
logical point of view, we at once dis- 
cover that theology is compelled to 
organize for purpose of self defense 
which is a victory for evolution in 
every sense of the term. During the 
hey-day of its power theology com- 
pelled the world's thinkers to organize 
for self-protection. Now the shoe is 
on the other foot. Let us continue to 
press the foes of human freedom. 
Let us aid in the fight for intellectual 
liberty tad keep the bats and owls of 
theology on the run. 



BIBLE REVISION. 

This splendid pamphlet by Mrs. 
Henry must be widely distributed. It 
is to admit of this that we have pub- 
lished it in pamphlet form. So many 
favorable comments have been made 
upon the article and after one friend 
had bought the remaining copies of 
that issue of the Blade, others volun- 
teered to do so. This is an evidence of 
its popularity. The pamphlet is ten 
cents a copy. For one dollar we will 
send twelve copies to any address. It 
is invaluable and quite handy to give 
away. The pamphlet is calculated to 
open the eyea of Christians and ex- 
pose many absurdities of the bible. 
Send your orders in at once. 




GEOLOGY vs. GENESIS. 



"The geological sketch given in the 
editorial columns of the last issue of 
the Blade was exceedingly interesting, 
but in attempting to furnish an esti- 
mate of the comparative ages of the 
different stratla were you not assuming 
much, proving but little, and is it pos- 
sible that geology can by any system 
of interpretation, prove that the earth 
was not the result of creation, — i e., the 
work of god?" 

The foregoing timely and important 
criticism! has been received by the 
Bllde. The writer especially requests 
that the communication be not pub- 
lished and that his name be withheld. 
The letter contained nothing that 
could not have been printed with ex- 
treme propriety but in deference to 
the wishes expressed we simply use 
the above quotation because of its im- 
portant bearing upon the line of stud- 
ies to be taught by the Correspondence 
School, and for the further reason 
that we desire to make full and com- 
plete answer thereto. 

In the first place let it be distinctly 



understood that geology does not and 
cannot harmonize with genesis. The 
student of geology soon learns that 
special creation is a dream, god a 
myth, and that the universe is the all 
in all, containing within itself all phe- 
ttOflWlj all that ever was, is now or 
ever will be. Genesis brings the earth 
just as it is now and in its present 
shape and conformation, with mount- 
ain and plain, with sea and dry land, 
with flora and fauna, into immediate 
I odftenee at the mere fiat of some im- 
ainary god. Geology reveals the 
earth's history in minute detail, with 
all its changing forms and conditions, 
and proves it to be the result of 
growth, change and development, each 
advancing stage wrought by the op- 
eration of purely natural law from 
which there was no possible escape. 
Once tins idea has, been thoroughly 
gmped and is understood the geolo- 
gist pursues his inquiry without any 
handicap, unhindered by special be- 
liefs or theories. The best, and per- 
haps the most satisfactory course to 
pursue would be to offer a brief out- 
line of the practical results of geologi- 
cal research for then the reader will 
be able to make a comparison between 
the records of geology and genesis and 
can better form an intelligent opinion 
upon the subject. 

Regarding the origin of the earth 
and the earliest stages of its great his- 
tory, very little direct evidence can be 
obtained from geology. For that we 
must look to astronomical research, 
nnd this, combined with a study of 
the earth's structure, will furnish 
abundant proof against the creative 
theory. From the researches that have 
been made regarding the constitution 
of the sun and the other planets em- 
braced in what we term the So- 
lar System the sun and the earth* 
together with the other solar 
bodies at one time, formed one vast 
Nebulae, or a cloudy mass of 
molten, liquified matter, and that the 
earth and the other planetary bodies 
that revolve around the suu have, one 
after another, become detached from 
the Nebulae, of which the sun is now 
t)M remaining central mass. When the 
earth quitted its parent sun and be- 
came an independent body, it must 
have been an intensely hot mass, as the 
sun is still. Not until long ages had 
passed over the earth and innumerable 
changes had taken place followed by 
the formation of an outer crust, 
through a cooling process, could any 
specie of rock be formed, hence, while 
geological research carries us a vast 
distance back, in the remote past, it 
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cannot take us to the beginning of the 
earth's history as a separata and in- 
dependent planet. For ail such evi- 
dences our reliance must reel upon 
astronomical laqtriiy, but when a 
crust began to form an 1 rocks ap- 
peered, then geology begins. Thus a 
geologist may be eatted ■ historian of 
the strife. His ljred aim is to collect 
all the evident* which remains of the 

changes that have happened upon the 
earth's surface, and to arrange them 

in the chronological order in which 
these events have occurred so as to 
show the gimnd march ot* geological 
history down to the present time. 

Every stone, every pebble, every 
grain of sand, every mountain range, 
every valley, every rolling plain, every 
river, every sea, tells its own story, 
an each of these stories constitute 
parts of the general history of rue 
-arth. 

When the earth first became detaeh- 
<1 from the Nebulae, in its molten 
tate, it hung suspended in space as 
ji independent planet. Its natural 
tendency would be to fall away from 
the central mass and assume an inde 
pendent path, as it is doing even to- 
day. The greater attractive power of 
the» sun. or that remaining central 
mass of Nebulae, held it- as though by 
some invisible thread, known to be 
the manifest at ions of the law of gravi- 
tation* The earth, struggling to bo 
free and the sun constantly pulling at 
it from the opposite direction, caused 
the newly formed body to rotate upon 
its axis. This rotary movement 

would, of a necessity, eause it shifting 

of position with each revolution and 
gradually an orbit was assume!. This 
rotation and whirling through space 
gave the earth a spheroid form. This 
much is proved by the formation of 
a rain drop. In the course of time a 
covering, or crust, began 1<> appea r on 
the outer mass, formed by a cooling 
and hardening process, which impris- 
oned in the interior the balance of the 
heated mass. The constant pouring 
of masses of molten lava from volca- 
noes at a white hot heat, with its ac- 
companying cooling and solidification 
on the mountain side, aided by the 

further fact of an Increasing tempera- 
ture as we descend into the bowels of 
the earth, enhanced by Inquiries into 
the volcanic tutV, are offered as evi- 
dences of a heated interior. Under 
such conditions an, atmosphere nrust 
have been formed. Light ami vapory, 
at first, of huge dimensions, similar to 
those now appearing about the sur- 
face of Mercury and Venus. This 
vapor became "condensed into water 
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and falling back upon the earth in 
the shape of rain produced moisture 
which further hardened, cooled and 

solidified the ernst, increasing iis den- 
sity at each succeeding stage. The 
heated interior, in constanl com mot ion, 
created gaseous vapors which strug- 
gled to escape, and these gaseOtM 
vapors, finding the weakest places in 
the earth's crust, forced themselves 
through with terrific violence produc- 
ing tho uneven conformation of the 
earth's surface. Large cracks. OT lis 
sures, appeared, deep holes were made 
and the volume of raoistun increasing 

by the battle of the elements, the 
water found the lowest level and teas 
appeared. Now the work of the 
geologist begins arid from this period 
of time, an age when not a vestige of 
vegetable or animal life could possi- 
bly exist, the earth's great secrets are 
laid bare before the wondering gaze 
of man. 

One thing we perceive, namely, that 
in all this process there is no need for 
a god, the earth WBM formed wilhout 
one. Hence the inference arises that 
natural law is capable of producing 
all phenomena, cause and effect By 
s inlying the effect we may reason 
back to the cause without god. Thus 
is one portion of the crticisin made 
given a complete answer and we have 
furnished a reason for the faith that 
is in us. 

Nothing is assumed in furnishing an 

rsflmatfi of the comparative and rela- 
tive aires of the earth's strata* Two 
avenues are open which enable the 
geologist to arrive at these estimates. 
These are, first, the order of super- 
position, and, second, the fossil flora 
and fauna. If we examine the strata 
<xposcd I*) view in a mine, or in a 
quarry, it is obvious thai those lying 
at tin* bottom must have been de- 
posited first. The lowest strata may 
la* of the same variety as the highest, 
but the Occurrence of similar beds at 
different levels proves that they were 
formed successively, one after another. 

This is the order of superposition*. By 
following the lines of Lamination »'» 

sandstone deposits, and splitting the 
rock, ripple marks ami prints of rain 
drops have been found, fossili/ed, 
showing that at one time this par- 
ticular dejKJsit was ai or very near 
the surface, to be covered and deeply 
buried by later deposits. Again, in 
the case of conglomerate, or what is 

sometimes called pudding-stone, it is 
a self-evident fact that the f raiments 
of rock from which it was formed are 
considerably older than the conglom- 
erate formation itself. From these 



facte we are led to the conclusion, 
there being no other rational expla- 
nation, that, the undermost stratified 
rocks are the oldest in point of time 
of format ion. Beginning with the 
oldest known sedimentary formations 
and allowing for the immense period 
of time preceding vegetation, followed 
by the carboniferous, ojr the coal-form- 
ing age, millions upon millions of 
yearn must have elapsed l>efore the 
earth was in a condition to sustain 
Vegetable or animal life, the vegetable 
undoubtedly appearing first. 

Taking the discoveries of the fossil 
ifera another valuable clew is furnished 
to the geologist as to the relative ages 
of the stratified rocks. By comparing 
the different series of roc^S with each 
Other it has been determined that the 
fossil Mora and fauna of one series 
differs considerably from those in 
another series. If we start to trace 
back from the plants and animals of 
today, delving into the older and old- 
er rocks, w r e learn that the fossil 
plants and aninuils become, generally 

speaking, more and more Unlike those 
that are now living. One fact well 
established by geology is that each 
great division of rocks has its own 

Characteristic fossils. By these inter- 
nal and indisputable evidences we 
have positive proofs of the compara- 
tive ages of the rocks. As the simpler 

organisms must have preceded the 
DSOIC complex, it is positively proven 
that the strata] containing the fossil 
remains of the simpler organisms are 
vastly older that the strata contain- 
ing the fossil remains of the more 
eomplcx organism*. Sedimentary de- 
posits, universally known to contain 
no fossil remains whatever, must be 
conceded to be of s:i!l greater an- 
tiquity, and were deposited at a time 
In the earth's history when neither 
Vegetable or animal life could exist. 
Thus are we enabled to determine, 
with a fair degree of accuracy, the 
relative and comparative ages of all 
sedimentary strata, without assump 
tion or mere guess work. 

The Blade is gratified at the oppor- 
tunity here afforded in farther enlarg- 
ing upon this important subject and 
thus giving to prospective pupils in 
flhe Correspondence School at clearer 
outline of what they may expect to 
be taught. Once a student is able to 
grasp the truths here enunciated, by 
his own investigation, to understand 
them and demonstrate them, he will 
be thoroughly competent to combat 
the god idolatry and put the advo- 
Sales <>f theology D0 a complete rout. 

This is but a erode sketch, hastily 
const rucU'd and far from being com- 
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plete. We deem it, however, a suffi- 
cient answer to the criticism that in- 
duced it. 



THE MYSTERIOUS IN RELIGION. 

When the Greek of olden times 
stood on the shore and watched the 
restless ocean with its n over-ceasing 
billows, he saw! what was to him a 
mystery, a something he could not un- 
derstand and he sough! .«» account for 
it by calling" it prod. 

When barbaric man found himself 
in the presence of natural phenomena 
which he failed to understand, when 
the elements buffeted him and" made 
him their sport, he became awed, sub- 
jected, and his timid mind was af- 
frighted thereat, but his only answer 
was god. 

God has ever been the great mys- 
tery upon which all religion* enter- 
priaea have been constructed. God 

was the explanation for all that man 
did not. know, all that he could not 
explain. The stars, at night, were to 
him, as the eyes of pitying angels 
looking down upon him as he sought 
to unravel the seeming mystery of his 
own existence. God became a person- 
ality. God was something to be fear- 
ed. God was given human attributes 
like unto those possessed by his cre- 
ators. He had moods and fancies. He 
had to be praised and petted, landed 
and scolded. His favors were eager 
ly sought and man hoped by prayer 
and sacrifice to appease his coming 
and threatened wrath. Crude idoli 
were constructed in order to convey 
to man some idea of what the person- 
ality of the god they worshiped was 
like. These idols, in the course of 
tinw, became vested with supernatural 
I>owers and the people were held in 
mental bondage. Time progressed and 
many gods gave place to one god, but 
the mystery, to the religionist, remain- 
ed precisely the same. The wooden 
images were displaced by other forms 
of fetichl worship and books, called 
bibles, took their place. Tin 1 mystery 
still appeared. It was not yet explain- 
ed. For thousands that) mystery still 
clogs the mind's brightest effort and 
stifles, independent inquiry. The mys- 
tery that has been made a part and 
parcel of all religious worship has in- 
variably been the bulwark, the strong- 
hold of faith. Take the mysterious 
outl of Christianity and there would 
be nothing left worthy the name. 

It is gratifying to note that even 
orthodox professors are coming to a 
realization of the facts above stated. 
Prom Columbus, Ohio, it is reported 
that one, Dr. Alfred E. Craig, pastor 



of the Broad Street Methodist church, 
in a recent sermon said : — 

''There is a shallow eloM of unbe- 
lievers who reject the Christian re- 
ligion because there are many things 
involved in it that they eannot under- 
stand. I need only suggest that any 
system that would be wholly within 
the grasp of the human intellect 
would bear upon its face the suspic- 
ion of being only human in its origin. 
What man eao fully understand man 

may have invented. Mut because a 
KOatter transcends the domain of the 
senses is no just reason why any of us 
should deem ourselves justified in 

neglecting it." 

What men cannot understand they 
cannot believe. To accept them upon 
the statement of another is menial 
slavery in its most abject form. I'n 
believers do not reject Christianity be- 
cause they fail to understand it. They 

reject it because they understand and 
in many instances, absolutely know 
tfoo much about it. They know that 
Christianity is dominated by medi 

aeval creeds. They know that the 
church is ruled by the skeleton hand 
of the past and fail to see the beauty 
of a moral character lived outside of 
their puritanical ideas. 

The argument that if men could un- 
derstand Christianity, that if it was 
"within the grasp of the human in- 
tellect" the suspicion would arise that 

it might be of nmsjm origin, is a fate] 

one for the church. It takes Christi- 
manity. Claiming to be shore Human- 
ity it has constantly kepi Humanity 
in subject ion ami despair. Inas- 
much man can fully understand and 
asmuch man can fully understand and 
know Christianity in all its varying 
moods and aspects, we also know that 
"man did invent it" and that is why 
unbelievers reject it. There is not a 
religious system under the sun that 
was not invented by man. There is 
not an institution connected with 
Christianity but what was invented by 

man. Because of this human origin 
and the known ability of humanity 
to err in such matters, unbelievers 
have honestly discarded all considera- 
tion for the creeds and prefer to take 
the universe as they see it ami under 
stand it without relying on the word 
of another. 

The inherent weakness of this gen- 
tleman's position is to be detected in 
the closing portion of the statement 
quoted above . Whenever a matter 
actually does "tlranscend the domain 
of the senses' 1 it then gets absolutely 
beyond the domain of knowledge for 
we can know nothing save that which 
we can senaate. That which we can- 



not know must forever remain neg- 
lected and it is no answer to declare 
that some mysiery surrounds it and 
because of that mystery we should 
prostrate ourselves m abject humility 
before it. 

According to this sort of argument 
what is known is natural and what 
is not known is sui>ernatural and the 
supernatural is fOO. Then in pro- 
portion as the unknown is brought, 
with n the realm of the known there 
is (ss of ffod in the universe. It is 
also an admission that the Christian 
believer Worships at the shrine of the 
unknown. In orner words, it is an ad- 
mission, thai he worships a mystery, 
pays to perpetuate it and wastes val- 
uable time in foolish prayers to some- 
thing he docs not and ear. not under" 
StattcL The) shallowness of intellect, 
is thus east upon the believer and not 
upon the unbeliever in Christian 
dogma. 



The Correspondence Sehool is simply 
waiting for you io join it before it 
can be successfully opened. 



The Blades Subscription list, al- 
though growing, needs a further boost 
to make it more independent. 

Joins Th« School. 



ARDUOUS, OKLA. — Find enclosed 
blank. Am always willing to do all I can 
Tor the Blue Grass Blade, but also admit 
that 1 am late in n plying. Business does 
not always and at any time permit our 
leisure, or enough for writing, etc., but so 
long ng the Blade only asns for an addi- 
tional fifty cent if the blank should be al 
together neglected. No doubt that the re- 
mittance would follow each gubgcription 
on renewal. You may also put me down as 
a scholar. I generally give nearly every 
copy of my paper to different ones in that 
way neglected to reply to the School? It 
is the best thing the Blade hag ever offered 
and a good chance for cultivation. It will 
not only be beneficial to and for teachers 
alone, but a benefit to a conversational 
power and such a school will teach what 
we ail need to know. I wouldn't miss 
It. Am anxious for it to begin its work. 
It is far better that the Blade have the 
spare and extra change with the good work 
it is doing, than to give it to a hypocrit- 
ical people that is go everlasting pious or 
foolish. Becauge a book is called bible and 
it gayg you mugt hate your parents, in 
fact your whole lamily, I don't believe a 
fool would honegtly do that. 

MRS. LEM SING. 
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cAnswer to cTWrs. Vale THE BALANCE 



Her recent article on "We Need No 
Church" Draws a Response From a 
Western Critic. 



(By W. H. Kerr.) 
Kindly permit me to answer in the 
blade the article "We Need No Church, 
by Mrs. George Vale in Blade of March 



to expect an answer. 
I do not remember saying 1 am the 
flrst and only one to recognize these 
great discoveries —that all Gods, Devils 
and Holy Ghosts are fabulous beings, 
heaven and hell myths and death the end 
of conscious life forever. 

1 discovered them; was the flrst to pro- 
claim them as discoveries; was the first 
one to recognize their great value and to 
propose, and begin, the organization of a 
special society for their promulgation. 
But since I begun the work others claim 
to have made the same discoveries. In 
Justice to ail claimants I then propose a 
union of all such people as equal original 
and founders and charter 
of the Church of Humanity for 
iching. Others can know what 
these few alone know when taught by their 
teachers the evidences that prove these 
discoveries true. 

"All Gods" mean what it says. She 
need not wonder which God I discovered 
to be fictitious. 

The sun was once worshiped as a God. 
Of course, the sun is a reality, but the at- 
tributes and wisdom assigned it that 
caused it to be worshiped were fictitious. 
The same can be said of all real objects 
worshiped including Jesus. Of course, I 
mean 1 know what Gods are and not, as 
. the thinks I may mean, what God knows. 
Had she known Gods are all myths, she 
would not ask if 1 knew what Santa 
Clause knows when graduating in the 
knowledge of that myth. 

Yes, we can teach the truth about a 
myth. Do we not teach our children 
the truth about Santa Claus when we 
teach them that he is a myth? 

I do not use the expression "a dead 
Jewish God," those who worship Jesus 
Christ worship a myth, having a dead Jew 
as a base, if he is not also a myth. 

Yes, our church wants competent 
lecturers and organizers to make thefce 
discovered truths known to the people, 
and organize them into local societies to 
perpetuate this knowledge. Of course, 
those teachers must be paid for their 
services. Are not the teachers of truths 
as worthy of compensation as the teachers 
of errors? Yes, our church needs money. 
The more it has to use in its 




work the more ellicieut work will be 
by it. In such an educational society to 
free people from idolatry and superstition 
lies the safety to the masses, and not 
'the danger ' as she claims. Yes, our 
church— all the members— will vest power 
in their officers and teachers to carry out 
the provisions of their constitution- and 
by-laws . But those elected officers and 
commissioned teachers, and even the laws 
under which they act, are subject to the 
will of the church as a body. How then 
can that body be enslaved by its self? 

No danger of its lapsing into idolatry 
and superstition again because its examin- 
ing board will require all teachers to 
certificate of competency 
of authority from it. 
A lapse in the teaching would cause the 
abrogation of the certificate and com- 
mission by that board. To know a fact 
is not mental slavery. To unite with 
others to enable all who know the same 
lact to employ teachers to make it known 
to their children is not physical slavery. 

True, one can remain out of this so- 
ciety and save his dollars and let his chil- 
dren grow up in idolatry and superstition 
to turn those saved dollars over to those 
mistaken teacners, but it is very poor 
economy and poor judgment to do so. 

The idolatrous churches would never 
miss a million like your dropping out. 
They would continue to flourish unchecked. 
But if that mUlion would then unite with 
the Church of Humanity and employ 
competent teachers of its discoveries they 
could shake every Idolatrous society in 
the world from center to circumference. 
But, of course, if like her, they should 
think more of a few dollars than the res- 
cue and preservation of their children 
from idolatry, and superstition, and the 
general progress of our race to civilization, 
then they wouid remain fossilized dead- 
beats until they die unmlssed by any- 
body. But they need not think for a mo- 
ment idolatrous societies, or any 
kind, will die of grief for them. 



A Willing Worker. 



JEFFERSON, OREGON— Find postoffice 
order for $1.50 in payment of my subscrip- 
tion to the Blue Grass Blade to June 1909. 
Accordiug to your suggestion number 
three I send you the names of three per- 
sons. — F. J. DENNEY. 



Once on a time, the day has been forgot, 
The dust awoke, and found itself in me: 
And consciousness which just before was 

not ,| m 

to try to solve the mystery! 



• A Magazine of Inspiration. 
$1 Per Annum Single Copies 10 Cents. 

Subscribers will be given a choice of 
any of the following four books: 
Concentration: the Road to Success 

Paper cover, new edition, 128 pages, 



By Henry Harrison Brown, 
Now. 

The Celestial Life 

Paper cover, 144 pages, new type, 
initial illumination and sewed back. 
By Frederic W. Burry. 

Sprigs of Poetry 

Leatherette cover, 128 pages, colored 
plates, initial illumination and sewed 
back. By Norrls C. Sprigg, LL. D. 
Address all orders 

Sidereal Sidelights 

Paper cover, 86 pages, initial illumina- 
tion, sewed back. By Charles L. 
Brewer. 

THE BALANCE PUBLISHING CO., 
I744r46 California St., Denver, Colo. U.S.A. 
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Tomorrow Magazine 

is the only publication in the world that 
doals with all human problems from the 
impersonal Viewpoint. 

It is published expressly f r those who 
wish to see how their own cherished be- 
liefs and sacred notions appear in the 
nude, stripped of all racial bias and preju- 
dice. 

By reading this magazine you will learn 
to draw all your conclusions from funda- 
mental principles, L e., you will learn to 
think correctly. 

SsPECIALr— We will send three month 
trial subscription for fifteen cents if you 
are not already a subscriber. The regular 
price of To-Morrow is ten cents per copy 
or 11.00 per year. This office may be 
withdrawn at any time, so you had better 
write NOW. 

TOMORROW PUBLISHING CO., 
Hyde Park, Chicago, III. 

BE SURE TO READ THIS. 
WANTED— FREETHINKERS. 

Two Printers and an Apprentice. 

Two Shoemakers. 

One Vegetable Gardener. 

A good home, good health and compen- 
sation in proportion to service, to Free- 
thinkers of any age who can work in above 
lines. 

TO MORROW PUBLISHING COMPANY. 
139-141 E. 56th 8t„ Chicago, III. 
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An Encouraging Letter. 



M1LO, MAINE.-I have not written you 
since the Blade took on a new shape, and 
my opinion of it, is, that the change is a 
good one, but one thing of aii is better, 
and that is the type is much clearer from 
errors than before, and consequently those 
who have the time, inclination and knowl- 
edge to write for its pages, have the pleas- 
ure of seeing their efforts in print as they 
intended it should be. I n m also pleased 
to see so many of those who have done 
yeoman service in the cause, come to the 
front again, and help out with the new 
venture. 

The articles are much more pleasing 
than formerly, in short I cannot but con- 
gratulate the management and writers all 
round. One thing came to my mind as I 
am writing you, that is, that it wmm to 
me that not enough stress is drawn to the 
fact of the power of a good book, by an 
acknowledged authority, or anything P«r 
Gaining to Freet nought. To me some of 
the books, at reasonable prices too, are 
perfectly unanswerable, and give a solid 
ity and permanence to one's judgment, 
that cannot bo gotten any other way. Such 
high-class books as Haeckels Riddle of the 
Universe, Huckners Force and Matter, 
Darwin's Origin of Species, and many 
others, cannot fail to strengthen and edu- 
cate. While who could read Jean 
Mesliers, Superstition in ;il! Ages, and not 
feel the power of his logieal r. asoning, 
and the deptuyof his stiff « Tin t; when preach- 
ing as he did so many years, from a Roman 
Catholic pulpit, and dare not come out 
and tell the people the truth. To my 
mind, this book of Mesliers is one of the 
most powerful I have ever read, all things 
considered. 

While on subject of book I must not fall 
to give Mr. A. B. Bennet, of Norwalk, Con- 
net icut, a word ot praise. He has on very 
m*ny occasions gfrtfl away b(X)ks on re- 
ceipt of mailing charge only. I have dis- 
tributed with the best results many of 
these from Mr. Bennet. chiefly Paine's 
Age of Reason, I have one or two I keep 
for lending, and these are out now, on 
one occasion there was a big revival in our 
section, and one of the leaders, came to me, 
end eventually accepted a copy of Paine's 
Age of Reason, I saw him again shortly, 
and he said he had read same with very- 
great interest, and his wife the same. 

I am sending you along a copy of the 
Philistine, a brave little magazine publish- 
ed by Elbert Hubbard. In this copy you 




wili find on marked page a most telling 
article of an Ex-governor of a state, re- 
garding his views written only a short 
time before his death. Same ia copied 
into the Philistine, from the North Ameri- 
can Review, I cannot think but what this 
article should adorn the pages of the 
BhM Grass Blade. 

I am glad to see that .Mrs. Josephine K. 
I!»nry has a letter on Liberal Libraries in 
last number. Yes, Mr. Hughes, I will 
either pay you the fifty cents in August, 
when I pay my dues or I will pay you 
now, and if now, you can send the first 
two or three numbers to the first of the 
addresses below, and for the other part of 
term I will tell you later— W. COOPER. 



Wants To Sell The Blade. 



KANSAS, CITY, MO— Some time ago I 
dropped you a card, asking for sample 
copy of the Blue Grass Blade and today 
received a package of them. I thank you 
for the same. Am more than pleased with 
the contents of every number. As I am 
trying to build up a little trade (and little 
it is) in Freethought publications, I would 
be p i— ltd to learn what the Blue Grass 
Blade sells at on the streets and your 
rates to dealers. Owing to the fact that 
I am hard up it will be impossible for me 
to remit the full amount at first but could 
send it in as available. Five copies would 
be all I could dispose of on the start but 
might do better later. You might give me 
the prices of your books to dealers as I 
might happen to have a call for on 
and then.— E. G. WHITNEY. 



Another New Friend. 

HANCOCK, MICH.-For the past two or 
three weeks I have been receiving your 
made for which please accept my sincere 
thanks. Your paper certainly deserves 
ui.h spread circulation and you can count 
on me in the near future as a subscriber. 
If you cau send me a few back 
1 think I might do some good in on 
1st local. Please let me hear from you on 
this.— JOHN SURBECK. 



One Of The Right Sort. 



JACKSONVILLE, ILL. — As for sug- 
gestion No. 3 will send list of names of 
those of most liberal minds and in a few 
days will act on suggestion number one 
with the cash.— C. W. RUDI3 LL. 



A Future Life 

A Critical Inquiry into the Scientific Value 
of the Alleged Evidences that Man's 
Conscious Personality Survives 
the Life of the Body. 

Embracing 

A discussion of the Doctrines of 
tion of the Body, Re-Incarnation, 
Annihilation, Theories of Meta. , 
Phenomena of Spiritualism, etc. 

BY SINGLETON WATERS DAVIS 

An octavo volume of 172 pages, with tine 
frontispiece Portrait of the author and full 
table of Contents, well printed on Crystal 
Hook paper and neatly bound in cloth. 

"A Future Lifer is the title of a book 

Just out In my opinion it takes rank 

with the best thought of the times on the 
subject. Every conceivable phase of this 
mysterious subject ... is treated in the 
clearest scientific manner. My impression 
<»n raiding it was, that all that is known 
on this subject up to date is told here. It 
is a fortification behind which the thinker 
may feel himself secure. . .this very ex- 
ceptional book is the product of a mature 
and exceptionally -tine analytical mind."— 
J. B. Wilson, M. D., in the Blue 
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Age Cannot Dim. 

WILMINGTON, VT.— Yours of the 21st 
r.crivcd and be assured your kind and ap- 
preciating words are worth more to me 
than all the promotion a church built on 
a false foundation has to ofTer. People who 
allow falseness In their religion may and 
quite naturally would let a little of it 
creep hVo their friendship. Truth and 
sincerity are characteristic of the Free- 
thinker and it is by this token royal that 
I accept unquestioned their professions of 
sympathy and esteem. Besides I have 
learned in the seventy-fly. years 1 have 
lived that it takes a good deal of a man to 
make a real Freethinker, and my respect 
for him has increased with my years 
Blot out the Infidels, the Atheists and their 
counterparts, the Scientists and how poor 
this world would be. 

My life has been that of a farmer on the 
hills of Vermont. Have seen the sun rise 
every morning and sink behind the green 
mountains every nignt Have watched the 
seasons come and go, have be.-n IWtl into 
silence by tne grandeur of night, have 
listened to the music of running waters. 
Have loved and enjoyed this world well 
and lound a real pleasure in learning all 
that is known of Those other Worlds than 
ours." But I find that just in proi>ortion 
as I love all natural things my regard and 
even respect for the supernatural de- 
creases. Hope to enjoy the "Blue Grass 
Blade and shall enjoy seeing it grow, and 
hail its weekly coming as a timely and 
welcome visit of its Editor. Enclosed find 
$1.00 with many thanks for your favor. 
Will try to make the copies do as much 
missionary work as possible. Please send 
back number the last one I received con- 
tained Bradlaugh's portrait. My hand is a 
little unsteady but my heart and head all 
right.-E. A. FITCH. 



THE OLD MILL. 

(Continued from page 5.) 

evil one is a serpent. The Christian 
priests, to terrify and make their votaries 
more subservient, made this Hell a fiery 
furnace for the roasting of unbelievers. In 
this way they nave made great success in 
grinding out dupes who are ever ready to 
pay toll to the priestly tithe-gatherer. 

But evolution, ever true to nature, is at 
work. Man is no longer the dupe and 
slave of the priesthood, but over women 
they still hold much of their former power. 
Christianity being chained to its Bible, is 
forced to stay with it, but the shot and 
shell from its adversaries are falling thick 
and fast around the heads of the priest- 
hood. Retreat is now their motto, but 
where shall they find rest? That which 
was made plain and clear yesterday, 



proves false today. Words no longer mean 
what they say. The clear pun>ort of the 
language will not do. The priest is now 
in his last ditch fighting shadows, de- 
fending his commissary department against 
the ravages of unbelief. The undertaker is 
seen in the distance. 

The Hebrews and Christians are 
unfortunate in having written codes, 
which cannot be changed. Hence, 
the priesthood are ever in trouble 
in adjusting their code to modern thought 
and science, as well as to the new light 
of history from Egypt and Babylon. But 
as necessity kuows no law, nor rule of con- 
duct, truth or nonesty, the priest puts on 
his armor for the conflict, and declares to 
his dupes that his Bible Is neither in con- 
flict with itself, science or history. Suc- 
cess in this line requires unbounded lying 
and brazen effrontery, which none but a 
priest, and he in dire distress, is 
capable of. 

These old milled gods of the Hebrews 
and Christians are rusty w:th age. The 
more intelligent of the priests comes to the 
front and asserts that his Bible does not 
mean what it so often says, in treating 
Jehovah as in the form of man, with 
man's attributes, passions, hates and dis- 
likes; but god is a part of all things, thus 
restoring the old milled pantheism. The 
protestant priests are in terror; hence, 
have united to save their rations. Some 
Freethinkers are uneasy over this, fear- 
ing danger ahead; but this union is only 
the forerunner of impending death. 

Rebellion against the old feuperstition is 
everywhere about ns. The sulphurous 
vapors of the impending storm smell as 
never before. Get ready for the funeral, 
but give not a sigh, or feel a regret when 
Christianity, the world s greatest criminal, 
shall have been wrapped in Its shroud and 
laid down to rest beside the great pagan 
religions of the dead past. There let It 
sleep on, under the sod which covers its 
grave, while the bat 'hides by day and 
the owl hoots at night in the branches of 
the thorn and cactus which grow on its 
polluted grave. 

The old mill, the text of this thesis, has 
had its day. Let its decaying timbers 
mingle with the dust while man turns to 
Nature's Mill, that takes no toll, turns out 
naught but truth, justice and humanity to 
all alike. This mill is run by nature's 
machinery. Its superintendent is mono- 
crat of the boundless universe. During the 
sleeping ages of time, he has stood at the 
threshold of this mill bidding man be 
wise, eat freely of the forbidden fruit, 
deal charitably with all, bestow kindness 
and humanity on all mankind, not forget- 
ting the world of animate life below. 
Follow* nature and her laws. Live long in 
peace, quietude, health and happiness. 



BOOK REVIEW. 
"SIDEREAL SIDELIGHTS" 

It has been well said that "variety is 
the spice of life" and from a perusal of the 
interesting pages of Sidereal Sidelights, a 
Medley of Dawn-Thoughts, by Charles L. 
Brewer, it is evident that the author be- 
lieved and wrote on the notion that •'vari- 
ety" was also the spice of progressive 
literature. 

The Blade is in receipt of a copy through 
the courtesy of The Balance Publishing Co.. 
of Denver, Colorado, publishers, and It is 
well printed, in a fascinating style, and is 
being sold for the modest sum of 50 cents 
It is just what is implied by its nomencla- 
ture, namely, a "medley" consisting of both 
poetry and prose, touching upon a number 
ot different topics connected with the 
progressive thought of the day. Its range 
Is ample, covering the field of sociology, 
with flashes of philosophy and a touch of 
tnystlcism which gives a charm to the 
thread of its stories. The whole is an im- 
pressive dwelling upon the Humanitarian 
impulse, holding that if there be any ele- 
ment of so-called divlnitv in the un 
It must exist within and as a part of Hu- 
manity. It Is well worth reading and ought 
to have a wide circulation. No book can 
please every reader who may glance over 
its pages, but the one now under review 
is calculated to please the majority of 
thinking people and thJs is a victory in 
current literature. 
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A Spicy Freethought Monthly at $1.00 a 

year, 10 cents a number. 
Edited by William H. Maple. 
Devoted to Science, Free Thought and the 
Gospel of Reason and Ooou Cheer, in con- 
trast with the "foolish forms and cringing 
faiths" of theology. 

SUB8CRIBE NOW. 
Good things in every number. 
INGERSOLL BEACON CO., 
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Marriage and Divorce 

Josephine" k. henry 

VERSAILLES, KENTUCKY. 
Thousands of copies oi this up-to-date 
pamphlet are now in circulation in the 
United States and England. It treats in 
forcible style of the most important prob- 
lem before the American people. It should 
be read by both married and single, by all 
men and women who desire domestic 
conditions. 

All orders promptly filled by the author. 
1 Copy 25 Cents. 5 Copies One Dollar. 
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Series A. Example Answers to Examination No. L 

Primary Department. enable a student to pass. The gradiners will be designated 

by "Fair" 75 per cent.; "Good" 80 per cent.; "Very 
•7rknTnrav pood," 85 per cent.; "Excellent," 90 per cent.; "Excel- 

x ," 95 per cent.; "Perfect," 100 per cent. 

FIRST LESSON 



EXPLANATORY— The questions propounded below are 
designed to serve a double purpose. They constitute an 
outline for an investigation into what will assist the stu- 
dent to obtain the most complete knowledge of the sub- 
ject. A full and complete answer to each question may 
be found in the text book. The course is prescribed to 
benefit the student, therefore, answers must not be taken 
verbatim from the text book but should be a mental effort 
upon the part of the student derived from what has been 
read. 

If a reference to the text book is necessary for the pur- 
pose of obtaining the correct way to spell a name, or even 
to refresh memory, this is permissible, but should not be 
done If it can be avoided. If such reference is made do 
not. prepare the answer until the mind has been allowed 
to reflect upon the question. In this way the student will 
be able to better remember what has been studied. 
..Your success or failure depends upon the manner in 
which you conduct the studies assigned. You may deceive 
the instructor, successfully, but you cannot deceive your- 
self and you are the one to benefit by the study and ought 
to know whether they have been conducted properly or 
improperly. 

SPECIALLY OBSERVE that the examination questions 
are designed to compel the student to read in order to 
find the answer. At the same time it is an outline, or a 
direction, to what is best for the student to know in order 
to complete the education desire 1. Having found the an- 
swers, by reading, also read the correlated portions of the 
book, the text and context, and in this way your knowl- 
edge will be more thorough and complete. Don't abandon 
the book after you have made answer to the questions. 
If you do you will neglect the opportunities here offered. 

RULES 



Example Examination No. L 

Zoology— Primary. 

Question 1 — What is Zoology? Define term and scope. 

Qtiestion 2.— Into how many classes are objects divided! 
Name them. 



Question 3.— What are organic objects? 
ganic objects? 



What inor- 



(Forty questions constitute one examination.) 



Zoology— Primary 

Answer 1 — Zoo, from the Greek zoon, pertaining U 
animal or animals. Ology, being a discourse, or inquiry 
into, Zoology is a discourse or inquiry into animals and 
animal life. Its scope is to treat of all animais^ from th* 
lowest to the highest, with reference to their structure, 
functions, development, analysis, nomenclature and classi- 
fication. The subject is sub-divided into other branches 
of its own. 

Answer 2 — Objects are divided into two classes, organic 
and inorganic. 

Answer 3— Organic objects are plants and animals 
manifesting a cell life, and known and distinguished as 
living things. Inorganic objects are such minerals or 
mineral substances as rock or soil, known and dis- 
tinguished as non-living things. 



(Answers to all other questions follow:) 



1. — An answer must be made to each and every ques- 
tion propounded in writing. Sign the paper and mail to 
tis not later than the last day of the month after receiving. 
Write only on one side of the paper. Foolscap should be 
used for convenience. 

2. — Write to the Instructor for advice in case of neces- 
sity if- you fail to fully understand what is given you. 

3 — No change can be made in examinations after they 
once reach this office. 

4 — Each examination paper will be adjudged and 
graded according to its merits and the grading reported 
back to the student with proper corrections in explana- 
tion of any error appearing. The student should intently 
note the corrections, if any. 

5. — Examination papers will be mailed from the School 
at such times as will allow the student to have them in 
his or her possession by the first day of each month. 

6. — Every question must be answered. To omit any 
question will count against the per centage in grading. 
All answers should be made in duplicate, the student re- 
taining one copy for future reference in case of error and 
correction. 

7— In grading a general average of 75 per cent will 



APPLICATION FOR 

James E. Hughes, Lexington, Ky.:— 

I, the undersigned, hereby make application for mem- 
bership in The Scientific and Philosophical Correspondence 

School for year course of study. I a^ree to 

follow the course of study prescribed and to conform to 
the rules governing examinations. I also agree to pro- 
cure the prescribed text-books and to follow the course of 
studies therefrom as directed by the School. 

Name 

Do you desire to become 

"a teacher? Address 

Answer 

County 

State 

Fill out the above blank and mail to Ja 
Lexington, Ky. 
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Be Sure and Subscribe For 

Secular Thought 



77ie First a%i Only Complete Edition of / 



VOLTAIRE'S WORKS 

- ever published in English has Just been completed by the 

CRAFTSMEN OF THE ST. HUBERT GUILD 
New translations by WILLIAM P. FLEMING, including the Notes of TOBIAS 
SMOLLETT. Revised and Modernized. A Critique and Biography 
by the RT. HON. JOHN MORLEY, M. P. 

WIDESPREAD interest hat prevailed in the publication of this great author's work*, as it ^ 

marks a new era in the world of literature. The real history of Voltaire's life and the • 

true character of hia writings have been denied English-reading people until this work y 

was translated. S\ 

Voltaire is eminent alike as historian, sate, satirist, wit, phllosoober, economic, T 

m^SSi£!ihSk XlV'smby taacaa iro \3/3EF*m*** L7a^dYionarch Md"h.» 

environment. — .... 

"La Henrlade" Is the greatest masterpiece of Epic poetry ever written and the most eloquent 

- J ies are the most priied 



presentation of religious toleration the world has ever known. His 
Classics of France, and his Dramas have been played a hundred ye . 

The "Philosophical Dictionary" is the best knows of Voltaire's works The writings ore 
lucid and self-explanatory, an inexhaustible compendium of information and delightful enter- 
tainment. He was among the first great Encyclopedists. 

Voltaire was the mecursor of a new civilization. As much credit must be given bim as 
any man in all history for the permsscnt establishment of this gn 
Is scarcely any successful reform movement, among the many to t 
turv, wblck was not either originated or pioneered by Voltaire. 



Voltaire will always be regarded as 
n literature, of modern 
s even of ail times. 

— ( i'lITHB 



Atheism and fanaticism are the two 
roles of a universe ot confusion and horror. 
The narrow tone of virtue is between 
those two. March with a firm step in that 
path; believe in God and do good. 

— VOLTAIRSJ 



FORTY-THREE HANDSOME VOLUMES 



Size 8 1 .{ x b% Inches— 13,034 Paget, over 160 
Illustrations of which 45 are hand colored. 

Divided into three sections: Historical, 16 volumes; General Literature, 
dramas in ^volumes. Poems and Essays j in a ^volumes .^Introductory and R< 
times, and 



tnbodying 1 
ices in 4 v< 



a volumes, Introductory and Romances in 4 vol- 
iography, containing Biographical Critique of Voltaire, in 5 volumes; Philosophical 
Dictionary in 10 volumes. The forty- third volume is an Index. It has been compiled in such a 



way that it is in itself a most interesting volume. 



TUC FniTirifcl The text is printed from a new typt,eU„ 

I IIL LUI I Ivrn ma j e I(ap( , r . Many of the illustrations are celebrated in the realm of 



made paper. 
«rt as rare examples of the most exquisite 
forming in themsel 
by world-famed n 
Op to the stage of 



I and clear, on specially 



the most exquisite and piquant old French designs, special to the text, 



THE COMPLETE SET SENT FREE FOR APPROVAL 




stock 

free for <___ 

in small monthly payments. 

exhausted the price will be advanced to U72.W. A 
WORLD'S GREATEST LITERATURE, ALL ON APPROVAL, 
large or small, can afford to let this opportunity ease. 
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THERE ARE BUT A 
FEW SETS. 
CUT OUT COUPON 
SEND TODAY. 



St. Hubert (Butfo 
TKlorfcdbops 

AKRON, OHIO 



The St Hubert Guild of Art Craftsmen 

A xaoN. Ohio 
Please send me, charges prepaid, the complete works 
of Voltaire, in Forty-Three (43) Volumes, bound f " 
Basket Buckram, 
at 

advise you 



Signature . 



City . . 

State . 
B. G. B. 08. 
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cism in Politics, Science and Religion. 

Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 
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Editor 



- J. Spencer Ellis. 



aire, in Forty-Three (43) Volumes, bound in Red f 

Buckram. If satisfactory, I will remit you $3.00 -S 

and $3.00 per month for 19 months. If not, I Will W 
you within ten days. 



Published at 185*6 Queen St. West, To- 
ronto, Canada. Terms, |1 per annum, In 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Editorial de- 
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J. Spencer Ellis, "Secular Thought," 
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$20,000,000.00 

STOCK TO SELECT FROM! 



When you smd me an order for Diam- 
onds, Watches, Chains, Kings, or any other 
article in the Jewelers' line, all the im- 
mense stocks of Manufacturers Importers 4 , 
and Jobbers in Chicago are at my disposal! 
and I select for you the latest and best in; 
market. 

No Shop Keepers 



who carries stock • ' 
in price — you can 



Therefore no dealei 
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trusl the designer of the beautiful FreeM 
thought badge and the Ingersoll Souveniei 
to select nicest and best goods made and 
to save you at least 20 per cent. 
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me send you cuts and prices — also of my £ 
Freethought Badges and Ingersoll S< 
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